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President�s Message � by Chris Paddock

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR MEMBERS OF THE TAMPA NAVY LEAGUE

I certainly hope you are enjoying 
your summer.  Most organizations 

take the time to re�ect on its accom-
plishments towards the end of the 
year but for the Tampa Council, 
this re�ection time takes place 
during the summer.  March 
through June, as always, has 
been an eventful period for us.  
Throughout this newsletter, you 
can read all about the Council�s 
priorities and accomplishments 
during these last few months.  
The local sea services community 
appreciates all we do - none of 
this would have been possible 
without your support. We abso-
lutely need your continued sup-
port but in the current economy, 
we cannot take for granted that 
members will renew their mem-
berships.  The National Head-
quarters certainly bene�ts from your 
support but I need to stress that your 
local Tampa Council relies on local 
members� support in executing its 
strong program in directly supporting 
the Navy League�s mission.  

From a strictly �nancial perspective, 
the Tampa Council membership gen-
erates almost $4,000 in support just 
from local member dues and national 
member rebates!  We get additional 
�nancial support from corporate 
members, community af�liates, and 

Navy Ball sponsors.  We need all this 
support in executing one of the most 
aggressive programs throughout the 
entire Navy League!  While on this 

topic of retention, I need to tell you 
that we are doing quite well � the 
most recent retention statistics had 
us at 82% which is above the Na-
tional goal and one of the top in the 
Florida Region. This is during a time 
when total Navy League membership 
has declined to 55,900 - its lowest 
since 1986.  Keeping the members 
we have is critical for the Navy 
League to remain relevant!  The larg-
er we become the more we are heard.  
Membership is the key.  Membership 
provides more bodies to share and 

relate the message, provides more 
local involvement to meet new tasks, 
and provides more to keep the tasks 
at hand improving!

The fundamental reason for all we do 
is to support the Sea Services. I can 
assure you that the Tampa Council�s 
focus is 100% on the Navy League 
mission � and your Board takes this 
mission seriously.  Virtually all of our 
energy is dedicated to recognizing 
the active and reserve forces, and the 
local youth programs (Sea Cadets, 
NJROTC, MCJRTOC, and NROTC).   
We are not a �lunch bunch� nor a 
networking organization nor a bunch 
of �talkers�.  We walk all of our talk!  
Just from a youth program perspec-
tive, the Tampa Navy League�s �area 
of responsibility� (AOR) includes 
between 10 and 20% of the Florida 
Region�s NJROTC Units, MCJROTC 
Units, and Sea Cadet Divisions!  This 
year we awarded $5,000 in scholar-
ships to ten outstanding high school 
seniors, and provided over $3,000 
of direct support to the two council-
af�liated Sea Cadet Divisions.  

We are equally aggressive supporting 
our active and reserve forces.  Every 
year, we take time to recognize over 
ten Sailors and Marines from the 
local commands at a special dinner.  
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